Introduction
Leishmaniasis is a zoonotic disease caused by kinetoplastid flagellates of the genus Leishmania. This tropical disease extends over 88 countries and it is considered as one of the most important diseases by the World Health Organization (WHO). In the Americas, leishmaniasis presents a variety of clinical manifestations which includes: visceral leishmaniasis (VL), the most severe form of the disease; mucocutaneous leishmaniasis (MCL), a mutilating disease; diffuse cutaneous leishmaniasis (DCL), a longlasting disease, and cutaneous leishmaniasis (CL), with a wide geographical distribution from the southern United States to the northern Argentina.
In Argentina, the primary focus of CL and MCL is found in the north of Salta Province. In this region, Leishmania (Viannia) An accurate method for identification of the different species is crucial for an effective treatment.
Parasitological methods remain as the gold standard in leishmaniasis diagnosis because of its high specificity; however, these parasitological methods cannot differentiate parasite strains and/or species.
Moreover, Multilocus Enzyme Electrophoresis (MLEE) is the gold standard for Leishmania spp.. 
Materials and methods
Sixty six patients diagnosed with ATL, between July 2009 and November 2012, from Salta province, were included in this study. Two specimens were taken on glass slides from each patient's lesion stained by May Grünwald-Giemsa method. Each slide was observed in a search for Leishmania amastigotes using an optic microscope (1000X) Stadistical analysis was performed with GraphPad Prism version 4 (GraphPad Software Inc., San Diego, USA), using data obtained from the patients interview of the diagnosed patients and the genotypes.
Results
In Valley (Orán, Hipólito Yrigoyen, and Pichanal cities), being the only area in which the Ab-2 genotype was found, indicating a link between genotype and geographical origin. 92.4% of the cases were diagnosed as CL, while four 7.6% corresponded to MCL form. The disease is distributed across all age groups and genders, although not uniformly, male in age groups between 16 to 60 years old were much more vulnerable to the disease. Forty-nine (78.1%) of the patients presented one lesion; thirteen (14.6%), two lesions; three (2.9%) showed three lesions and one patient (1.6%), four lesions on the body.
Discussion
In The transmission was predominantly associated with rural areas or rural activities, most of the patients being working age men, associated with rural areas in this study region. The male: female ratio (5:1) was higher than any other previously reported for Leishmaniasis in the Americas, and much higher compared with the disease ratio found in an urban area.
Cyt b sequencing allowed a precise identification at species level, but didn't provide much information about strain diversity. This fact highlights the necessity to explore new systems in order to provide a better understanding and knowledge of the transmission and the genetic diversity of parasites in this area.
